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A Note from the
Executive Director

 

 
Greetings from the Thomas Berry Place, 
 
I am writing to you all as we, the IPA Core Team, gather in-person to plan our work
for the coming year. In particular, we are looking towards the 8th IPA Assembly,
scheduled for 18-24 June, 2023.
 
In the coming month, there are two
events scheduled. One is October 4th
for our virtual prayer service, to
honour and advance the Care of the
Earth and to mark the end of the
season of creation. The second is on
October 17th, when we will gather with
you to reflect together on where we
have been and where we are being
beckoned towards, as we begin to
engage the theme of the 8th Assembly
"Listen: The God of the Universe
Beckons."

October 17th is a very significant day,
as it marks International Day for the
Eradication of Poverty. This year's
theme is "Dignity for all in practice:
the commitments we make together
for social justice, peace, and the
planet." 

We are entering a new time in the history of IPA. 

Blessings,
Ann Marie  
______________
Ann Marie Quinn PBVM
IPA Executive Director

A Reflection from the
Spirituality & Charism Animator

 

 
Dear Presentation People, 

Greetings to you as we prepare to celebrate,
 

The International Day of Girl Child,
Oct 11th 2022

Theme  “Our time is now—our rights, our future"
 
 

 

Gawk at God’s Feminine Image

In the Radiant, Creative, Playful and Divine Beauty of the Girl Child!

Artists know how challenging it is, to let the concept within find expression into art
form. Would gawking at God’s creative beauty in girls, with hearts full of joy,
wonder and love be a fitting response to Divine Creativity?
 
At our 7th IPA Assembly, Sr. Shalini Mulackal reflected with us how God engaged
with young Hagar in her distress. (Genesis 16: 7 +) Hagar’s fleeing from Sarah
was accompanied by a Sacred Presence that engaged with her, “Hagar ...where
have you come from and where are you going? And Hagar trustfully
shared the contents of her heart. She later delighted in having encountered God’s
empowering Presence, in her very real situation and wondered, “Have I really
seen God and remain alive...?”

Globally and locally, daily news flashes violence, crime and abuse towards the
feminine. Child marriages, female genital mutilation, breast ironing, child sexual
abuse, rape and murder, indifference by Governing authorities, discrimination and
persecution based on religion are only a few instances. 
 
Can we pause a while and enumerate, what forms violence, crime and abuse take
towards girls in our own culture and country. And what has been our collective
response?
 
Cork, a Port city in Nano’s time was a dark time for girls. Nano gawked at their God
given dignity. She spent hours on her knees listening to God beckoning for a
change of Course, till she found possibilities to restore dignity. She spent time
listening to them and chose education as her tool to empower and face up to the
exploitative systems. Nano’s creativity excelled and she discovered that “To
mould the soul of a child is far above any art.”– Woman of the Gospel, by
Sr. Pius O’Farrell, pg 2

Presentation people “...embody Nano’s commitment to the education and care of
the vulnerable and powerless.” Union Constitution/Our Way of Life - C2

Pope Francis writes in Laudato Si, (97) “Jesus was able to invite others to be
attentive to the beauty that there is in the world because He himself
was in constant touch with nature, lending it an attention full of
fondness and wonder.”
 
Girls have creatively cared for common good, we remember  Emma Gonzalez who
called national attention to gun law reform in the US; Gretta Thurnberg who calls
for processes (Fridays for Future ) to protect Planet Earth and Malala Yousafzai
who ensures that girls get educated.

And there are many hidden stars shining in their homes and localities far from the
public eye. They take over responsibility and genuinely care. This shows that given
skills and opportunities, girls build Society with dignity and Equality and
contribute to what they seek- "Our time is now—our rights, our future"

May we Be to girls with whom we engage, what Elkanah was to Hannah in
distress, and speak life giving words, ‘We are more than “Ten Sons” to each
other, because we are accepted even in our emptiness....have no reason for
shame, guilt or anything that belittles you...’ (1 Samuel 1)
May we help girls to Be brave, like Hannah was with Eli, to humbly speak
their truth to be understood.
May we enable girls to see the hand of God tapping their capacity to BE the
best of who they are and like Mary delight and rejoice in God?

 Pope Francis emphasises the need of working together for common good - “Only
by discovering what unites us, brothers and sisters, will we find the way out of the
crisis we are going through, which did not begin today…” just as our seventh IPA
calls us to “speak and act in partnership...for justice.”
 
Above all may we see the connections in all that is, as mentioned in L.Si, (6) “...the
book of nature is one and indivisible, and includes.... life, sexuality, family, social
relations, and so forth.”

--
Lancia Rodrigues, PBVM
IPA Spirituality and Charism Animator
ipasandcanimator@gmail.com 

A Word from the
Programme Action Leader

 

Dear Presentation People:
 
In the last few days of September 2022, I enjoyed the rare opportunity to meet in-
person with the IPA Core Team. Our reunion brought about a rewarding mix of
productivity and contemplation. Thomas Berry Place, which hosted us in Jamaica,
Queen, NYC, is an oasis of nature and stillness in an otherwise bustling city, and
invites deeper introspection, opportunities for rehabilitation, and expressions of art
and growth.
 
We look forward to the upcoming meeting of the Justice Contacts on 17 October,
2022. Further information on this will be shared in the coming week.

You are all also invited to watch and share a newly released film by the Laudato Si'
Movement, entitled The Letter. In the film, which premiered on October 4th,  top
leaders travel to Rome to speak with Pope Francis about Laudato Si' and present
how the climate crisis impacts their own lives and that of their communities.

For the first time, a film featuring Pope Francis and telling the story of how the
climate crisis is affecting life on Earth will be available for free and accessible to
everyone. This film is the fruit of many years of work between Laudato Si'
Movement, Off the Fence, the Oscar-winning production company for My Octopus
Teacher, and the Vatican.

As we exit the Season of Creation, I share my sincere greetings with you all. 

May our actions continue to foster peace,

Christopher D. Zefting
Programme Action Leader
 
Please follow us on Facebook @InternationalPresenationAssociation and on Twitter @IPA_UN.

An Update from the
UN Representative

 

New York, October 2022
 

Dear friends,        

In 2022, the UN commemorates the 10th anniversary of the International Day of
the Girl (IDG)! On December 19, 2011, United Nations General Assembly
adopted Resolution 66/170  to declare October 11 as the International Day of the
Girl Child, to recognize girls’ rights and the unique challenges girls face around the
world. The International Day of the Girl Child focuses attention on the need to
address the challenges girls face and to promote girls’ empowerment and the
fulfillment of their human rights.
 
In these last 10 years, there has been increased attention on issues that matter to
girls amongst governments, policymakers and the general public, and more
opportunities for girls to have their voices heard on the global stage. However,
investments in girls’ rights remain limited and girls continue to confront a myriad
of challenges to fulfilling their potential; made worse by concurrent crises
of  climate change and  COVID-19. Girls around the world continue to face
unprecedented challenges to their education, their physical and mental wellness,
and the protections needed for a life without violence. COVID-19 has worsened
existing burdens on girls around the world and worn away important gains made
over the last decade. For instance, up to 10 million girls will be at risk of child
marriage. The profound effects of the COVID-19 pandemic are putting girls at
higher risk of early marriage due to a combination of economic shocks, school
closures and interruptions in reproductive health services.
 
Empowering women and girls and promoting gender equality are crucial to
accelerate sustainable development. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) embody a roadmap
for progress that is sustainable and leaves no one behind. Achieving gender
equality and girls’ empowerment is integral to each of the 17 goals. Only by
ensuring the rights of girls across all the goals will we get to justice and inclusion,
economies that work for all, and sustaining our shared environment now and for
future generations. Ending all forms of discrimination and violence against women
and girls is not only a basic human right, but it also has a multiplier effect across all
other development areas.
 

A call to action
 
From October 2022 — October 2023, UNICEF collectively calls for greater
attention, investment and action on:
 

Supporting the leadership of adolescent girls  at the forefront of change
efforts, including by hearing their voices, responding to their asks, and
nurturing spaces for their inclusion in decision-making.
Increasing resources for and investments  in adolescent girls, including for
the networks and organizations that support quality and inclusive education
and prioritize their well-being.
Improving access to and uptake of inclusive adolescent girl-centered
services at all times but especially in crisis response and recovery. 

Ways to get involved

Share human interest stories, blogs and videos of girl changemakers,
and the inspiring networks that are resourcing girls, letting girls lead, and
strengthening services for girls. 
Engage government officials, policymakers and stakeholders to
make more targeted investments that tackle inequalities experienced by girls,
especially while accessing mental health and psychosocial support services in
the face of conflict, forced migration, natural disasters, and the effects of
climate change.  
Engage key female influencers across industries to be the face of change
we want girls to see as possible. Role models speak a thousand words. Let’s
change the global conversation and public perception of girl leaders. 
Amplify your commitment  to raising awareness about and addressing
factors that hold girls in your country and region back.

IPA is an active
member of the
Working Group
on Girls (WGG)
- an NGO
Committee who works with and for girls at
the UN. In recognition of the existing and
growing gaps in the fulfillment of girls’
rights, including losses in girls’ access to
education during the COVID-19
pandemic, and in light of commitments
made to girls for the Generation Equality
Forum, our International Day of the Girl

(IDG) focus will be “IDG+10: Mind the Gap - Girls’ Rights Now!” 
 
On 11 October 2022 (3:00-5:00pm EDT), for the annual Day of the Girl, the
WGG is hosting a hybrid event (“Girls Speak Out” event) where girl activists
and girl advocates will participate in an in-person and virtual town hall designed to
deliver unscripted and authentic dialogue between policymakers, girl allies, and
girl leaders working for the fulfillment of girls’ rights. During the Working Group
on Girls IDG Summit 2022: 11 Days of Action (October 1st to 11th), the
IPA, together with other NGOs, is sponsoring the Collective Day of Action (Oct 11)
at the Ally level.

You can find the flyer of the Girls Speak Out event, along with the registration
links, here. For your own convenience, I am sharing the links below as well:
-in person:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-idg-girls-speak-out-in-person-
tickets-411494409857
- virtual:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-idg-virtual-girls-speak-out-tickets-
411525352407
 
Feel free to share the flyer, along with the registration links, with your networks!
All are invited!
Looking forward to seeing you there!
 
Respectfully,
 
Dr. Despoina Afroditi Milaki
IPA NGO Representative at the UN
September 30, 2022

Voices from the Grassroots
 

 "IPA Justice Contact Advocates for Rights on the Child"

The International Presentation Association has long-since recognized the rights of
women and children as a priority action area, and Presentation People around the
world have engaged in grassroots action and international advocacy to further their
commitment to protecting and upholding these rights. One prime example of this
advocacy work was included in a recent publication of The Irish Catholic: religious
organizations and institutions throughout Ireland have come together to
collaborate on a comprehensive joint submission of concerns regarding Ireland’s
implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

In 1989, world leaders adopted the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child – an international agreement on childhood. This agreement has become the
most widely ratified human rights treaty and has helped transform children’s lives
around the world.

However, it is our collective responsibility to ensure that our national governments
uphold their own commitments. Brian O’Toole, IPA Justice Contact for Ireland
and England, supported the effort to ensure accountability by contributing to a
joint submission to the Committee on the Rights of the Child. The
recommendations centered around five key themes: human trafficking, domestic
violence, children living in the Direct Provision system, right to education, and
racism in schools.

To learn more about these recommendations, and to follow the advocacy efforts of
Brian O’Toole, please find the article in The Irish Catholic here: 

We want to hear from you! Submit your "Stories of Impact" using the link HERE!        

More Upcoming Dates
 

- (1 October, 2022) International Day of Older Persons
 
"The overall umbrella theme for the United Nations International Day of Older
Persons in 2022 is “Resilience of Older Persons in a Changing World.” This theme
will be celebrated by the NGO Committees on Ageing in New York, Geneva and
Vienna – each with a unique and complementary approach to the overall theme.
See below for more information."

- (2 October, 2022) International Day of Non-Violence
 
"The International Day of Non-Violence is observed on 2 October, the birthday of
Mahatma Gandhi, leader of the Indian independence movement and pioneer of the
philosophy and strategy of non-violence.

According to General Assembly resolution A/RES/61/271 of 15 June 2007, which
established the commemoration, the International Day is an occasion to
"disseminate the message of non-violence, including through education and public
awareness". The resolution reaffirms "the universal relevance of the principle of
non-violence" and the desire "to secure a culture of peace, tolerance, understanding
and non-violence".

Introducing the resolution in the General Assembly on behalf of 140 co-sponsors,
India’s Minister of State for External Affairs, Mr. Anand Sharma, said that the wide
and diverse sponsorship of the resolution was a reflection of the universal respect
for Mahatma Gandhi and of the enduring relevance of his philosophy. Quoting the
late leader’s own words, he said: "Non-violence is the greatest force at the disposal
of mankind. It is mightier than the mightiest weapon of destruction devised by the
ingenuity of man"."

- (3 October, 2022) World Habitat Day
 
"In 2022, World Habitat Day (WHD 2022) under the theme "Mind the Gap. Leave
No One and Place Behind" looks at the problem of growing inequality and
challenges in cities and human settlements.

World Habitat Day 2022 seeks to draw attention to the growing inequalities and
vulnerabilities that have been exacerbated by the triple ‘C’ crises — COVID-19,
climate and conflict."

- (5 October, 2022) World Teachers' Day

"World Teachers’ Day is held annually on 5 October to celebrate all teachers
around the globe.   It commemorates the anniversary of the adoption of the 1966
ILO/UNESCO Recommendation concerning the Status of Teachers, which sets
benchmarks regarding the rights and responsibilities of teachers, and standards for
their initial preparation and further education, recruitment, employment, and
teaching and learning conditions. The Recommendation concerning the Status of
Higher-Education Teaching Personnel was adopted in 1997 to complement the
1966 Recommendation by covering teaching personnel in higher education. World
Teachers’ Day has been celebrated since 1994.

It is a day to celebrate how teachers are transforming education but also to reflect
on the support they need to fully deploy their talent and vocation, and to rethink
the way ahead for the profession globally"
 
- (10 October, 2022) World Mental Health Day

"The overall objective of World Mental Health Day is to
raise awareness of mental health issues around the world
and to mobilize efforts in support of mental health. The
Day provides an opportunity for all stakeholders working
on mental health issues to talk about their work, and what
more needs to be done to make mental health care a reality
for people worldwide."

- (11 October, 2022) International Day of the Girl Child
 
"In 2022, we commemorate the 10th anniversary of the International Day of the
Girl (IDG). In these last 10 years, there has been increased attention on issues that
matter to girls amongst governments, policymakers and the general public, and
more opportunities for girls to have their voices heard on the global stage. [...] With
adversity, however, comes resourcefulness, creativity, tenacity, and resilience. The
world's 600 million adolescent girls have shown time and time again that given the
skills and the opportunities, they can be the changemakers driving progress in their
communities, building back stronger for all, including women, boys and men."

Join in on 11 October 2022 (3:00-5:00pm
EDT),  for the annual Day of the
Girl  hybrid event (“Girls Speak Out”
event)  where  girl activists and girl
advocates will participate in an in-person
and virtual town hall designed to deliver
unscripted and authentic dialogue
between policymakers, girl allies, and girl
leaders working for the fulfillment of girls’
rights.

- in person:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-idg-girls-speak-out-in-person-
tickets-411494409857

- virtual:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-idg-virtual-girls-speak-out-tickets-
411525352407
 
- (15 October, 2022) International Day of Rural Women

"Achieving gender equality and empowering women is not only the right thing to
do but is a critical ingredient in the fight against extreme poverty, hunger and
malnutrition.

On average, women make up more than 40 percent of the agricultural labour force
in developing countries, ranging from 20 percent in Latin America to 50 percent or
more in parts of Africa and Asia. Yet they face significant discrimination when it
comes to land and livestock ownership, equal pay, participation in decision-making
entities, and access to resources, credit and market for their farms to flourish.

Improving the lives of rural women is key to fighting poverty and hunger. Giving
women the same opportunities as men could rise agricultural production by 2.5 to
4 per cent in the poorest regions and the number of malnourished people could be
reduced by 12 to 17 percent. This International Day, under the theme " Rural
women cultivating good food for all", let’s recognize the work of these heroines in
the food systems of the world, and let's claim rural areas with equal opportunities
for all."

- (16 October, 2022) World Food Day
 
"2022 finds us with an ongoing pandemic, conflict, a climate that won’t stop
warming, rising prices and international tensions. This is affecting global food
security. We need to build a sustainable world where everyone, everywhere has
regular access to enough nutritious food.

No one should be left
behind.

Although we have made
progress towards building a

better world, too many people have been left behind. People who are unable to
benefit from human development, innovation or economic growth.

In fact, millions of people around the world cannot afford a healthy diet, putting
them at high risk of food insecurity and malnutrition. But ending hunger isn’t only
about supply. Enough food is produced today to feed everyone on the planet.

The problem is access and availability of nutritious food, which is increasingly
impeded by multiple challenges including the COVID-19 pandemic, conflict,
climate change, inequality, rising prices and international tensions. People around
the world are suffering the domino effects of challenges that know no borders.

Worldwide, more than 80 percent of the extreme poor live in rural areas and many
rely on agriculture and natural resources for their living. They are usually the
hardest hit by natural and man-made disasters and often marginalized due to their
gender, ethnic origin, or status. It is a struggle for them to gain access to training,
finance, innovation and technologies."

- (17 October, 2022) International Day for the Eradication of Poverty
 

This year, the theme of the UN International Day for the
Eradication of Poverty is "Dignity for all in practice: the
commitments we make together for social justice, peace
and the planet."

"Poverty and inequality are not inevitable. They are the
result of deliberate decisions or inaction that disempower
the poorest and marginalized in our societies and violate
their fundamental rights. The silent and sustained

violence of poverty – social exclusion, structural discrimination and
disempowerment – makes it harder for people trapped in extreme poverty to
escape and denies their humanity.
 
The COVID-19 pandemic highlighted this dynamic, exposing social protection
system gaps and failures as well as structural inequalities and diverse forms of
discrimination that deepen and perpetuate poverty. In addition to this, the climate
emergency constitutes new violence against people living in poverty, as these
communities are unduly burdened by more frequent occurrences of natural
disasters and environmental degradation, leading to the destruction of their
homes, crops and livelihoods.

This year also marks the 35th anniversary of the World Day to Overcome Extreme
Poverty and the 30th anniversary of the International Day for the Eradication of
Poverty. This Day honors the millions of people suffering from poverty and their
daily courage and recognizes the essential global solidarity and shared
responsibility we hold to eradicate poverty and combat all forms of
discrimination."
 
- (24 October, 2022) United Nations Day
 
"United Nations Day, on 24 October, marks the anniversary of the day in 1945
when the UN Charter entered into force. UN Day, celebrated every year, offers the
opportunity to amplify our common agenda and reaffirm the purposes and
principles of the UN Charter that have guided us for the past 76 years. Usually held
in the General Assembly Hall of the Organization, at Headquarters in New York, a
concert is held to mark UN Day."
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